The Council Office, North Street Workshops, Stoke sub Homdon, TA14 6QR
MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF STOKE SUB HAMDON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON
WEDNESDAY 8t APRIL 2024
THE COUNCIL OFFICE, NORTH STREET WORKSHOPS, STOKE SUB HAMDON, TA14 6QR

Parish Councillors Present: Clir S. Nelms (Chair), Clir A. Salter (Vice-Chair), Clir P. Berry, Clir
D. Burton, ClIr M. Dullaghan, Clir G. Edmunds, ClIr. M. Foley, Clir M. Hulett, Clir R. Lewis and
Clir G. Middleton
Members of public: None

Somerset Councillors: None

Also in attendance: Mrs G Lowe (Clerk) and Mr Terry Heath (RFO)

26/001 RECORDING OF MEETING
ClIr Hulett informed the Chair that she would be voice recording the meeting. No
objections were raised.

26/002 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Clir Merrick and Somerset
Councillors Bailey and Pearlstone.

26/003 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS
ClIrs NelIms and Hulett declared an interest in Item 26/015 as Trustees of HYFC.

26/004 APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Council RESOLVED TO APPROVE the minutes of the Council’s ordinary meeting held on 4t
March 2026 and the additional meeting held on 25" March as true and correct records of
the meetings. ClIr Nelms duly signed the minutes.

26/005 SOMERSET COUNCIL REPORT
The report had not been shared at the time of the meeting.

26/006 PUBLIC SESSION

Following the recent surgery session (held in the Parish Office on the 3 Thursday of every
month), ClIr Hulett raised a concern from a resident in Westmead about trees in Brocks
Mount overhanging the highway and his garden. After inspecting the trees with a local
tree surgeon, the advice was that no immediate action is necessary, and given that the
trees have TPOs (Tree Protection Orders), Somerset Council are unlikely to act on the
element overhanging the highway. The Clerk will relay the information to the resident.



ClIr Hulett had taken the opportunity with the tree surgeon to inspect the frees in the
Memorial Hall grounds currently overhnanging Langlands. He will provide a quote to carry
out some minimal but necessary cutting back of three trees there.

26/007 VILLAGE SIGNS SPRING CLEAN

ClIr Hulett had obtained a quote to clean village signs, the bus stop and other places for a
cost of £250. After a brief discussion, members wanted to verify that the person who had
provided the quote had the correct accreditation to work on the Highways and public
liability insurance, and will then also seek permission from Somerset Council to carry out
the work.

Members APPROVED the cost subject to the above conditions.

The RFO advised moving some money from the General Reserve fund to increase the
Village Grounds Maintenance budget allowance to enable ad hoc tasks such as this
when required. Members agreed with his suggestion.

26/008 OUTSTANDING ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS (NOT COVERED BY AGENDA

ITEMS)

(a) Emergency Plan — the Clerk has yet to action this. Item deferred.

(b) The Clerk confirmed that the Grounds Maintenance and Ranger Services contract
had been issued and counter-signed with Evis Grounds Maintenance following the
recent tender process.

26/009 WORKING GROUP UPDATES

Progress Reports from the following Working Groups:

(a) Castle School 150th Anniversary WG — The Clerk had just received confirmation
from Traffic Management approving the road closure notice for the Street Party on 30t
June. ClIr Hulett is currently working with the school children on the history project to
produce the boards. They have collected many photographs which are being scanned
for use and will produce a book and a ‘movie’. The school will be open (times and dates
to be confirmed) for residents to view the photos.

(b) Speedwatch WG - see following agenda item.

(c) Allotments WG — ClIr Salter reported that following the annual confirmation request
sent by email to allotment holders, one plot has been released in Furlands. Notices will go
up for those without an email address with a 30t April deadline. Clir Salter confirmed that
the majority of plots were being kept clear and worked, but the situation will be monitored
as we enter the growing season.

(d) Bins WG - The three new co-mingle bins have been received, and the Clerk is
chasing Waste Services at Somerset Council who offered to install them.

There had been some confusion and subsequent correspondence with the Sports &
Recreation Trust about the two bins at the skate park. After some discussion, members
AGREED to only remove one of the bins and include the remaining bin on the list for
Somerset Council to empty as the most cost effective means. The Clerk will make the
necessary arrangements with Somerset Council and inform the Sports and Recreation
Trust.

ClIr Hulett then suggested that as the bin at the top of Cole Lane has recently been
replaced by Somerset Council, an additional bin probably is not required on the opposite
side which was going to be one of the bins removed from the Rec. Therefore, the total
number of bins being emptied would remain the same. Members AGREED with her
suggestion. The Clerk will clarify the details with Somerset Council's Waste Services
Department.



26/010 UPDATE FROM SPEEDWATCH GROUP

(a) Clir Dullaghan reported from a recent meeting with the Speedwatch Group (SWG).
There had been lengthy discussions around the proposal to purchase new speed cameras
and there had been frustration and disappointment at the lack of support from Avon &
Somerset Police and the associated response from Somerset Council’'s Highways
department, the result being that they have collectively given up!

However, it was felt that the Parish Council should write to formally register disappointment
with both the Police and Somerset Council, and to inform the local MP that voters are fed
up with the bureaucracy that prevents progress on what should be a straightforward
speed prevention measure. The SWG confirmed that they will continue operating the SID.
The discussions had led to investigating a Road Safety Strategy and Clir Nelms had
discovered a full Transport Strategy Survey that had been carried out in 2022. This had not
been adopted at the time. (See next item)

(b) Clir Nelms asked the Clerk to circulate a copy of the Survey to all members for
consideration with a view to reviewing the document and then adopting it. It is a very
comprehensive survey that was carried out over 6 months with many useful suggestions.
She asked the Clerk to include a review and agree next steps on the agenda for the next
meeting.

26/011 WAR MEMORIAL SURVEY REPORT

The survey report had been circulated following the last meeting and having reviewed
the content, Members agreed that a cosmetic clean as recommended would be
appropriate. The clerk was asked to send a copy of the report to three local stonemasons
fo obtain quotes for the necessary works. A volunteer has offered to repaint the names on
the memorial after cleaning.

26/012 FINANCE
(a) Members to APPROVE a list of payments circulated ahead of the meeting as part of
the Responsible Financial Officers report.

Payments requiring approval at the APRIL 2026 meeting
paid by Bank Transfer

MrT M Heath RFO Duties (April 26) £297.83
Mrs Gilly Lowe Democratic Services (April 26) £749.87
CloudylT IT Support £105.59
EVIS Ranger Service (1/2 day March 26) £100.00
Ethic Street Pizza! Youth Outreach Session £400.00
Lucie Adams Office Cleaning £32.00
Total £1,685.29
Paid by Debit Card Total £000.00
Paid by Cheque Total £000.00
Paid by Direct Debit/Standing Order
Lloyds! Bank Charges £4.25
Stable Print Prinfing of newsletter £210.00
100Green Gas Usage £56.19
lonos IT Domain £24.60



Total £295.04
I Payments made ahead of the April 2026 meeting

Receipts list for noting at April 2026 meeting

S&RT Donation (April) £50.00

Benefice Donation (April) £75.00
Total £125.00

(b) Members APPROVED the bank reconciliation statement as of 31st March 2026. The
year-end statement had been verified online by Clir Merrick, and duly signed.

(c) Members NOTED the content of the Responsible Financial Officer’s finance report.

(d) Members NOTED the 2025/'26 year-end financial accounting statement.

(e) Members APPROVED the amended budget for 2026/'27 circulated previously. The
changes included the Village Grounds Maintenance budget line £1162; changed
9.3 contract with Evis for Ranger Tasks to £10,200 + £500 for sundries; added the cost
of a structural survey of HYFC; community projects increased by £500 to carry over
the History Group boards project; environmental group line been added to keep
the £200 grant award ring-fenced; a new line added for youth outreach sessions of
£1200 - this is balanced by grant income of £1400.

(f) This item was DEFERRED to next month, as no quote had been received.

26/013 HAM STONE VILLAGE SIGNS

ClIr Nelms summarised the current position. The stone village signs have now been re-
installed but have suffered damage. Members noted that a recent Facebook post by Clir
Oakes attempted to apportion blame to Parish Councils for not commenting in the past
when the application was open for consultation. However, the collective Parish Councils
agree that they were not consulted at the fime.

The Council is working jointly with Odcombe and Norton sub Hamdon Parish Councils, and
it was suggested that Montacute should also be included in discussions going forward.
Members also expressed disappointment regarding an April Fool's social media post
about demolishing the water fountain, which was considered to be in poor taste following
recent tension surrounding the stone signs. The post was taken down and an apology
issued following the Clerk writing to the Green Estates Manager at Somerset Council.

It was confirmed that six councillors will attend the official opening on 16th April, and the
Clerk will verify the start time. The Clerk will also contact Norton sub Hamdon to ensure
Montacute is included in future correspondence.

26/014 ANNUAL VILLAGE MEETING - 9™ MAY at 10am

The Clerk was still waiting to hear a response from the guest speaker invited, and other
invitations to the various clubs and societies would be issued in the coming days. Members
confirmed that volunteers would make some cakes and Clirs Burton and Hulett offered to
make tea and coffee. Confributions would be kept to a minimum to allow for residents to
speak and there will be ‘suggestions’ boards highlighting various topical issues such as
dogs on leads in the Rec, speeding, parking and residents will be invited to add their
comments.

The Clerk and ClIr Hulett will work on publicity details to encourage attendance.
Members AGREED a funding line for the Annual Village Meeting with a budget of up to
£150 in the future. The Chairman’s Allowance will be used for any expenditure this year.

26/015 HYFC
ClIr Salter reported that he had received two quotes to date from appropriate surveyors
who could carry out a condition report. He will await the third quote and then the Working
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Group will meet to discuss the options and make a recommendation to Council at the
next meeting.
The Clerk will investigate requirements for the lease extension.

26/016 YOUTH PROVISION

The Clerk reported that Outreach sessions will be taking place in the village on 131,14t
and 15t April. The first session will include a pizza van to encourage attendance. Youth
Connect Services will be conducting roaming sessions on the other two days with
questionnaires and will provide a summary of their findings. The Clerk confirmed receipt of
both the SALC Community Health & Well-being grant of £1000 and The Charity Shop
(Sports &Rec Trust) grant of £400 which is covering the cost of the outreach sessions.

26/017 RANGER TASKS

(a) ClIir Foley had been away and was not sure if the requested tasks had been carried
out. He will see the Ranger in person to confirm the list of tasks to include the items below.
(b) Council RE-CONFIRMED a prioritised list of tasks for the Parish Ranger to include: weed
spraying the length of West St; Clir Nelms requested that the flowers on Loders Corner are
left to flower; the verge outside the Big Rec needs cutting and also by the North Street
allotments.

** Members then AGREED to pass a resolution to agree to an extension of the 2 hour
meeting limit.**

26/018 HIGHWAYS MATTERS
The potholes have finally been repaired in East Stoke and the man-hole cover damaged
by the crane has been replaced.

26/019 CRIME, DISORDER & COMMUNITY SAFETY

The spinning disc at the Rec had been vandalised again, and the annual inspection later
in the year will likely deem it unsafe. The Trust will not be able to replace it again due to it
being badly damaged twice within a six-month period and so it will probably be removed.

26/020 CORRESPONDENCE

A letter had been received from a resident about bonfires on the North Street allotments.
ClIr Salter had responded and issued a reminder to all holders about the regulations
around bonfires.

ClIr Foley had noticed that the height of the shed on the Castle Patch is higher than the
currently permitted 5ft. This should be regularised for other holders. The Clerk was asked to
include this on the agenda at the next meeting.

26/021 ITEMS OF INTEREST AND AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING
Allotment rules — Transport Review -

26/022 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The Annual Parish Council Meeting will take place on Wednesday 6t May starting at 7pm
in the Parish Office.

The Annual Village Meeting will take place on Saturday 9t May starting at 10am in The
Memorial Hall.



Meeting closed at 9.10pm



