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The Council Office, North Street Workshops, Stoke sub Hamdon, TA14 6QR 

 

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF STOKE SUB HAMDON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

WEDNESDAY 7th JANUARY 2026  

THE COUNCIL OFFICE, NORTH STREET WORKSHOPS, STOKE SUB HAMDON, TA14 6QR 

 

Parish Councillors Present: Cllr S. Nelms (Chair), Cllr A. Salter (Vice-Chair), Cllr D. Burton,  

Cllr M. Dullaghan,  Cllr G. Edmunds, Cllr M. Foley, Cllr M. Hulett, Cllr R. Lewis, Cllr R. Merrick, 

Cllr G. Middleton 

 

Members of public: 0 

 

Somerset Councillors: Cllr John Bailey and Cllr Emily Pearlstone 

   

Also in attendance: Mrs G Lowe (Clerk) and Mr Terry Heath (RFO) 

 

25/262   RECORDING OF MEETING 

Cllr Hulett informed the Chair that she would be voice recording the meeting.  

No objections were raised.  

 

25/263   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr Berry. 

 

25/264   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS  

Cllr Nelms and Cllr Hulett declared an interest in Item 25/276 as Trustees of HYFC.  

 

25/265   APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

Council RESOLVED TO APPROVE the minutes of the Council’s ordinary meeting held on 10th 

December 2025 as a true and correct record of the meeting. Cllr Nelms duly signed the 

minutes. 

 

25/266   SOMERSET COUNCIL REPORT 

Members raised the following issues with the Somerset Councillors:  

suggested locations for EV charging points which could include the Memorial Hall car 

park;  the lack of gritters that came through the village in the recent cold snap; the 

deferral of car parking charges for the foreseeable future; the need to move the bus stop 

road markings in line with the actual bus stop shelter and local road signs that need 

cleaning. Cllr Pearlstone offered to look into various matters and reminded members that 

reporting defects and problems on related to Highways issues is best done online using the 

link below.  

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/report-a-problem-on-the-road/ 

   

   

   

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/report-a-problem-on-the-road/
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25/267  PUBLIC SESSION  

There were no members of the public present. 

 

25/268  PLANNING 

(a)  Members are asked to provide comments on the following planning application: 

(i) 25/03069/HOU – 25, East Stoke, Stoke-sub-Hamdon TA14 6PP 

Proposal: New flat roof rear dormer to existing loft conversion 

Members had NO OBJECTIONS to this application. 

 

(ii) 25/02760/HOU – 18, Langlands, Stoke-sub-Hamdon TA14 6QW 

Proposal: Erection of single storey rear extension and creation of off-street parking. 

Members AGREED to support this application, especially as it will take two cars off the road 

by creating off-street parking. 
** This application was discussed at the previous meeting, but revised drawings of the 

access/turning have been submitted. 

Members had NO OBJECTIONS to this revision.  
 

(iii) 25/03090/TCA – The Vicarage, 1 Castle Street, Stoke-sub-Hamdon TA14 6RE 

Proposal: Notification of intent to fell No.1 Group, fell No.2 Trees and carry out tree surgery 

works to No.3 Trees within a Conservation Area. 

This is for notification only. 

 

The clerk had missed including on the agenda the following planning application, which 

had been circulated to all members in advance of the meeting: 

25/02984/HOU – Little Windsor, Windsor Lane, Stoke-sub-Hamdon TA14 6UE 

Proposal: Proposed internal alterations and garage conversion. 

Members had NO OBJECTIONS to this application. 

  

(b)  Members NOTED the decision notices previously circulated.  

 

25/269  OUTSTANDING ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS (NOT COVERED BY AGENDA 

ITEMS) 

(a) Grievance Policy 

Cllr Burton had amended the draft policy which had been circulated to all members prior 

to the meeting.  

Members APPROVED and ADOPTED the policy. 

 

(b) Emergency Plan 

This item was deferred to the next meeting to allow Cllr Merrick to confirm a couple of 

points at the next Memorial Hall Committee meeting. 

 

25/270  BIN COLLECTION FOR THE CURRENT YEAR 

Members considered the quotation provided by Somerset Council for bin collection costs 

for the current financial year 2025/’26 of £5,272.80. 

The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) recommended rejecting the quotation as it is 

currently incorrect. One bin is in the car park owned by Somerset Council, two bins at the 

Skate Park and one bin at Stonehill play area are currently emptied by residents so he will 

request a revised invoice.  

Cllr Pearlstone asked to be copied in on the correspondence. 

 

25/271  BIN COLLECTION COSTS FOR FINANCIAL YEAR 2026/’27 

Members examined the locations and quantity of bins on Parish Council land which will 

incur collection costs. The procurement of four new co-mingle bins had been agreed at 
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the 5th November 2025 meeting at a cost of £2,560 + VAT. However, Cllr Hulett adjusted 

that to three new co-mingle bins to include one at the Memorial Hall grounds and two in 

the big Rec area.   

A price is sought to remove the old bins and install new ones, and some bins that are 

being removed will replace others which are in a worse condition. The two bins at the 

Skate Park will be removed and replaced with a co-mingle bin that the lorry can reach 

and this will then be on Somerset Council land. If the Sports &Recreation Trust want to 

keep them in place, then they will have to be responsible for emptying them. 

The clerk will work with Cllr Hulett to mark the locations on a map and clarify the details 

with Somerset Council for an accurate invoice for the year 2026/’27. 

The RFO asked that the procurement of three new co-mingle bins, and all installation and 

removal of old bins is carried out by the financial year end. The clerk will make the 

necessary arrangements. 

 

25/272   DRAIN CLEARING  

(a) Members APPROVED three days of drain clearing in early February at a cost of up to 

£2,250 (£720 + VAT /day quoted). 

Cllr Hulett had highlighted the three areas that most frequently flood due to ineffective 

drains. They are East Stoke, North Street between Brocks Mount and West Street and 

Bonnies Lane. The clerk will ascertain when the contractors will visit so that notice can be 

given to residents and vehicles moved to avoid obstructing access to drains.  

(b) Members agreed that the clerk will liaise with the contractors and provide a marked 

up map and Cllr Nelms will contact a local farmer about depositing the spoil on site in 

order to keep costs as quoted. 

 

25/273  WORKING GROUP UPDATES 

Progress reports from the following groups were given: 

(a) Castle School 150th anniversary WG  

Nothing further to report since the last meeting. 

(b) Speedwatch WG 

A report had been circulated relating to the locations of the new SIDs that the group 

would like to purchase and install. The Finance Group will evaluate the report alongside 

the objectives agreed at the last meeting and make a recommendation to Council at the 

next meeting.  

Cllr Merrick asked for clarification on what the lifespan of the cameras will be, and Cllr 

Hulett asked how much each one costs. In Cllr Berry’s absence, the Clerk will contact him 

to ascertain the information.   

(c) Allotments WG 

Nothing to report. 

      

25/274   FINANCE 

(a)  Members APPROVED a list of payments circulated ahead of the meeting as part of the 

Responsible Financial Officers report*.  
*The report is published on the website as a supporting paper. 

 

Payments requiring approval at the January meeting  
paid by bank transfer  
Mr T M Heath    RFO Duties (January 26)   £219.77  
Mrs Gilly Lowe    Democratic Services (January 26)  £737.33 
EVIS     Ranger Duties (November)   £450.00 
CloudyIT    IT Support     £101.40  
Lucie Adams 1    Office Clean     £32.00  
Harrys Xmas Trees1   Christmas Trees    £337.50 
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HYFC/T     Hall Hire (Youth Club)    £90.00  
Total £1,988.00  

 
paid by Debit Card  
SSH Charity Shop1   Christmas Cards    £4.00  
SSH Community Shop1   Vouchers     £260.00 
National Rock Salt   Grit for bins     £220.00 

Total £484.00  
 
paid by Cheque  
Royal British Legion   Commemorative Wreath   £100.00 

Total £100.00  
 
paid by Direct Debit/Standing Order  
Evis     Grounds Maintenance    £750.00  
Lloyds1     Bank Charges     £8.50 
Stable Print    Printing of newsletter    £210.00 
Tesco     Clerks Phone     £7.98 
Ionos IT    Domain     £22.20 
HugoFox    Website hosting    £287.86  
Green Energy    Gas      £71.06 

Total £1,357.60  
1 Payments made ahead of the January meeting 
 
December receipts list for noting at January meeting  
Donation Charity Shop (Xmas Tree)      £40.00  
Donation Cornelius (Xmas Tree)       £60.00  
Donation AD Hair & Beauty (Xmas Tree)     £50.00  
Lloyds Bank Interest        £20.14  
S&RT Donation         £50.00  
Benefice Donation        £75.00  
Benefice Licence Fee        £750.00  
Cambridge BS Interest        £1,477.94  

Total £2,523.08 
 

(b) Members APPROVED the bank reconciliation statement as of 31st December 2025. The 

RFO confirmed that it had been checked by Cllr Merrick earlier that evening. 

(c) Members NOTED the content of the Responsible Financial Officer’s finance report.  

(d) Members NOTED an update on the precept demand process for 2026/’27. The RFO 

reported that he had some further questions which have now been answered and 

suggested an additional meeting be arranged to approve the revised budget and 

corresponding precept demand. The clerk will make the necessary meeting 

arrangements. 

(e) Members AGREED to carry out the fire extinguisher service at £45 + VAT PLUS £6.80 per 

extinguisher. This is scheduled to take place on 14th January. Members AGREED to include 

up to 6 x fire extinguishers @ £6.80 ea.  

 

25/275   GRANT APPLICATION 

Members considered a grant application from the Friends of Castle School for an amount 

of £1,260 to purchase exhibition boards. A recommendation had been made by the 

Finance Group to reject the request as it was incorrectly completed, and there was no 

purchase quotation attached. Members AGREED with the recommendation and 
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suggested that the applicants ask the Charity Shop for a grant instead. The RFO will 

contact the applicant. 

  

25/276   HYFC 

The HYFC Working Group had not been able to meet over Christmas, and the legal 

advice had only recently been received. They will meet next week and report to council 

next month. 

 

25/277   YOUTH PROVISION 

(a) Members considered the cost of Youth Club sessions to the end of the current financial 

year of £1,010. The clerk had very recently discovered that since the qualified Youth 

Worker had moved to another parish from January, there is no qualified Youth Worker in 

place at Stoke-sub-Hamdon. Members were very concerned and had huge reservations 

about continuing with the provision for a multitude of reasons. They also felt that 

contractual obligations were not being met.   

The clerk was asked to write as a matter of urgency to CYP and ask for assurances. If none 

could be given, then members felt that they would have no other option but to cease 

operations.    

(b) Members to receive an update on recent sessions and to consider recommendations 

from the Working Group for Youth Provision in 2026/’27. 

This item was deferred to the next meeting given the information recently received (see 

above). 

 

25/278  RANGER TASKS 

(a) Cllr Foley reported that the Grounds Maintenance contract needs to be renewed at 

the end of this month, and the Ranger Services contract at the end of March. Members 

asked if the GM contract could be extended by two months to coincide with the Ranger 

Services contract, and they can consider the two together. The matter of works 

specifications for quotes will be considered at the next meeting.  

(b) Cllr Foley confirmed that no tasks had been carried out in December due to 

mechanical breakdown and staff sickness. The days would be carried over to January. 

Members RE-CONFIRMED a prioritised list of tasks for the Parish Ranger to include:  

whole village kerbsides cleared of leaf rubbish; overgrown brambles etc. cleared from the 

stone wall on Windsor Lane; removal of broken branches on the field at the Memorial Hall.  

 

25/279  HIGHWAYS MATTERS 

The rolling closure of North Street for gas works by Wales & West Utilities was discussed and 

the disruption that will be caused, especially during school runs. A resident has suggested 

that permission is asked of the Duchy of Cornwall if temporary parking would be allowed 

in the Old Dairy whilst Castle Street is closed.  

The clerk will also investigate with Highways about possible white H-bar markings and 

appropriate signage to discourage various locations where dangerous parking occurs 

obscuring visibility at junctions etc.   

 

25/280  CRIME, DISORDER & COMMUNITY SAFETY 

Nothing to report. 

   

25/281  CORRESPONDENCE  

A recent email received about “Go Vegan” stickers being put up around the village was 

discussed. Members agreed that they could be removed if seen, but really there is little 

that can be done.  

  



 

63 
 

25/282  ITEMS OF INTEREST AND AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING 

Washing road signs – Youth Provision – H-bars road painting – Emergency Plan & EV 

charging points post Memorial Hall committee meeting. 

  

25/283 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

An additional meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 14th January 

2026 at 6pm in the Parish Office. 

 

The next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 4TH February 

2026, starting at 7:00pm in the Parish Office.  

 
 
Meeting closed at 8.58pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved by………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

Date……………………………………………………………. 


