
 

7 

 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF STOKE SUB HAMDON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  

WEDNESDAY 6th MAY 2026 

THE COUNCIL OFFICE, NORTH STREET WORKSHOPS, STOKE SUB HAMDON, TA14 6QR 

 

Parish Councillors Present: Cllr S. Nelms, Cllr A Salter, Cllr D. Burton, Cllr M. Dullaghan, Cllr G. Edmunds, 

Cllr M. Foley, Cllr M. Hulett, Cllr R. Lewis, Cllr R. Merrick 

 

County Councillor Present: Cllr Emily Pearlstone 

 

Members of public: 2 

   

Also in attendance: Mrs G Lowe (Clerk) and Terry Heath (RFO) 

 
 

 
The Clerk opened the meeting and asked for nominations for Chair and Vice-Chair. 

 
26/023  ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN  

Cllr Merrick proposed Cllr Nelms continue as Chair. This was seconded by Cllr Dullaghan and 

members agreed unanimously. Cllr Nelms duly signed the acceptance of office form. 

 

26/024  ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN  

Cllr Burton proposed Cllr Salter continue as Vice-Chair. This was seconded by Cllr Hulett and members 

agreed unanimously. Cllr Salter duly signed the acceptance of office form. 

 

26/025  RECORDING OF MEETING 

Cllr Hulett informed the Chair that she would be voice recording the meeting.  

No objections were raised.  

 

26/026  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Berry and Middleton and Somerset Cllr Bailey. 

 

26/027  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS  

None were declared. 

 

Cllr Salter arrived at the meeting. 

   

26/028  APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

Council RESOLVED TO APPROVE the minutes of the full council meeting, held on 8th April 2026 as a true 

and correct record of the meeting. Cllr Nelms signed the minutes. 
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26/029  SOMERSET COUNCIL REPORT  

Cllr Pearlstone provided a brief summary report:  

• Bins – this issue is finally resolved with the new co-mingle bins being installed in the coming 

weeks;  
• Parking/traffic cameras: Somerset Council is beginning to rollout car park cameras for traffic 

monitoring; the consultation is expected later in 2026. Ongoing concerns where parking is at a 

premium; need to weigh potential revenue against installation/operating costs (including 

overnight use and whether drivers will pay to park while using EV charging). There is a central 

government expectation to maximise revenue-generating assets. 

• Bonnie’s Lane - due to be jetted, but was cleared by the Parish Council’s contractors.  Clerk to 

send the S&D report to Cllr Pearlstone and then liaise with John Nicholson from Highways for a 

meeting and walkabout of the areas requiring repair.   
• Cllr Pearlstone will check the status of Brocks Mount which was technically adopted by 

Somerset Council, but is not currently listed on any maintenance schedule. 
• The investment in Highways for gully clearing, signs and street furniture has been confirmed 

and the new road markings in West Street are included. Cllr Pearlstone requested an updated 

list of locations in need of re-painting (yellow lines outstanding; white lines have been 

completed). Cllrs Hulett and Nelms will provide this. Likewise when potholes are poorly repaired 

(as in The Avenue), she asked to be informed. 

• Recently mentioned cleaning of road signs require permission to be sought from the Traffic 

Management Department – the clerk will write to Rebecca Vaughan.  
• The RFO, as a member of the public, queried why the community must report defects, instead 

of an officer inspecting and noting items; response noted that insufficient officers to inspect 

routinely, with responsibilities increasingly devolved. 

   

26/030  PUBLIC SESSION 

No comments from the public.   

 

Cllr Edmunds left the meeting. 

  

 26/031 ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY REVIEW 

(a) Council NOTED the 2026 internal audit report provided by Parish and Town Auditing 

Services circulated to Members ahead of the meeting and AGREED to a set of forward 

actions and associated owners as detailed in the report. The RFO detailed the list of 

requirements and will cover off the items with the Clerk over the coming months. 

(b) Members considered the questions from the 2025/2026 Annual Governance Statement 

and RESOLVED to APPROVE the responses to each question. 

(c) Members RESOLVED to APPROVE the 2025/2026 Annual Governance and Accountability 

Accounting Statement circulated to Members ahead of the meeting. 

(d) Members RESOLVED to APPROVE the 2025/2026 Explanation of Variances Statement 

circulated to Members ahead of the meeting. 

(e) Council NOTED the commencement of the Notice of Public Rights and Publication of 

Unaudited Annual Governance and Accountability Return for accounts as being 

between Wednesday 3 June 2026 to Tuesday 14 July 2026. 

Cllr Burton thanked the RFO and the Clerk for their hard work. 

 

26/032  BANK MANDATE 
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Members RESOLVED to APPROVE the following authorisers to the Council’s bank and 

building society accounts for the Municipal year. 

Lloyds Bank: Cllrs Merrick, Hulett, Middleton, Lewis and the RFO 

Hinkley and Rugby Building Society: Cllrs Merrick, Hulett and the RFO  

The Cambridge Building Society: Cllrs Merrick, Hulett and the RFO 

 

26/033  2026/2027 REGULAR PAYMENTS 

  Council RESOLVED to APPROVE a list of regular payments for financial year 2026/2027: 

EDF Energy     Variable Direct Debit Monthly 

Ionos Cloud     Variable Direct Debit Monthly 

ICO      Variable Direct Debit Yearly 

Stable Print     Standing Order  Monthly 

Water to Business    Variable Direct Debit Six monthly  

Green Energy    Variable Direct Debit Monthly 

EVIS      BACS    Monthly 

Cloudy Group    BACS    Monthly 

UK Debt Management Office (PWLB) Direct Debit   Six Monthly 

Lloyds Bank     Variable Direct Debit Monthly 

Clerk Salary     BACS    Monthly 

RFO Salary     BACS    Monthly 

 

26/034  CHAIRMAN’S ALLOWANCE 

Members RESOLVED to APPROVE the 2026/2027 Chairman’s allowance as £100.00. 

 

26/035  INTERNAL AUDITOR 

Members RESOLVED to APPOINT Parish and Town Auditing services for the coming year. 

 

26/036  DATES OF MEETINGS FOR THE MUNICIPAL YEAR 

Wednesday 3rd June 2026 

Wednesday 8th July 2026 

Wednesday 5th August 2026 

Wednesday 9th September 2026* 

Wednesday 8th October 2026 

Wednesday 4th November 2026 

Wednesday 2nd December 2026 

Wednesday 6th January 2027 

Wednesday 3rd February 2027 

Wednesday 3rd March 2027 

Wednesday 7th April 2027 

Wednesday 5th May 2027 (Annual Meeting of the Parish Council will be dependent on 

when the election is called) 

Annual Village Meeting - TBD 

*Note that this is not the first Wednesday of the month. 

 

26/037  TASK AND FINISH/WORKING GROUPS 

Council CONFIRMED Task and Finish/Working Groups with the associated members who 

were APPOINTED for the coming year as:  

HYFC WG – Cllrs Nelms, Salter, Berry and Foley 

Youth Provision WG – Cllrs Salter, Nelms and Hulett and the Clerk 
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Christmas Lights WG – Cllrs Nelms, Salter, Burton, Hulett and Terry Heath, Jim Catford, Cliff 

Wenborn and Craig Downting 

Allotments WG – Cllrs Salter, Hulett and Burton  

Transport WG – Cllrs Nelms, Edmunds and Hulett  

 

 

26/038  REVIEW OF INTERNAL CONTROLS 2026/2027 

Council RESOLVED to ADOPT the 2026/2027 Internal Controls document, as previously 

circulated. Cllr Merrick recommended that a date and an issue number be included as 

a footer to highlight any changes in the future. 

 

26/039  FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 

Council RESOLVED to ADOPT the 2026/2027 Financial Regulations, as previously 

circulated. Members AGREED to include that a debit card will be held by both the RFO 

and Cllr Merrick.  

 

26/040  STANDING ORDERS 

Council RESOLVED to ADOPT the 2026/2027 Standing Orders, as previously circulated. 

 

26/041  RISK MANAGEMENT POLICY 

Council to RESOLVE to ADOPT the 2026/2027 Risk Management Policy, as previously 

circulated. 

 

26/042  INSURANCE 

Members RESOLVED to APPROVE the 2026/2027 insurance schedule with Gallagher 

Insurance at a cost of £5,000.61. The RFO recommended entering into a 3-year 

contract, and members agreed with this. He will confirm the premium in case it is 

reduced by contracting for 3 years. 

 

26/043  FINANCE 

(a) The Bank Reconciliation Statement as of 30th April 2026 was APPROVED and signed by 

Cllr Merrick. 

(b) Members APPROVED a list of receipts and payments, circulated prior to  

the meeting as part of the May 2026 RFO report to include the following additional 

invoices received since issuing the report: Gallagher Insurance at £5000.61, Cloudy IT at 

£105.59, Office Cleaning (Lucie Adams) at £32.00, Green Energy at £67.33 and IONOS at 

£24.60.  

 

To be paid by Bank Transfer 

Mr T M Heath   RFO Duties (May 26)   £297.83  

Mrs G Lowe   Democratic Services (May 26) £755.67 

Memorial Hall  Hire (AVM)    £27.00  

EVIS    Grounds Contract   £600.00 

SALC    Councillor Training   £40.00 

Town & Parish Audit  Internal Audit    £295.00 

SALC    SALC/NALC Affiliation Fee  £918.98 

Somerset Council  Road Closure Charge  £200.00 

Total £3134.48   

     

To be paid by Direct Debit/Standing Order 
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Lloyds1    Bank Charges   £4.25   

Stable Print    Printing of newsletter  £210.00  

EDF Energy1    Electricity (March 2026)  £75.98 

EDF Energy1    Electricity (April 2026)  £35.29 

HP Ink1     Printer (April)    £10.98 

Tesco Mobile    (Final Invoice)   £17.55  

UK Debt Management Office PWLB Loan    £ 4,774.85 

Total £5128.90   
1 Payments made ahead of the April 2026 meeting 

 

Receipts list for noting at the May 2026 meeting  

Somerset Council   Precept   £49,662.50 

SSH Charity Shop   Grant    £400.00 

SALC     Grant    £1000.00 

Lloyds Bank    Interest   £6.85 

Somerset Council   CIL    £1046.94 

Total £52116.29  

(c)  Council RESOLVED to APPROVE the creation of a new Earmarked Reserve line titled  

                        ‘CIL’ and allocate £1046.94 to it. 

 

26/044  RANGER TASKS 

(a)  Ranger tasks during April 2026 were confirmed as: algae treated in Stonehill play area 

and weeds cleared and sprayed in North Street on the kerbside and the walls; West 

Street was meant to be included but only 2 days billed due to staff shortages.  

(b)  Council CONFIRMED a prioritised list of tasks for the Parish Ranger to include: leaves and 

weeds in the office car park; weeds in Montacute Rd going down towards the church 

need clearing and spraying; clear the pavement to its full width – Sea Wall down to the 

old vicarage (new manhole covers show where it has been cut back and the potential 

width) and to empty the bins in the skate park (this will be a one-off). 

 

26/045     HIGHWAYS MATTERS 

Cllrs Nelms and Hulett will provide a list of yellow lines that need re-painting. The Clerk to 

write to request permission to clean signs in the village for £250 and confirm adequate 

insurance cover and training by the contractor as discussed at the last meeting.  

 

26/046     CRIME, DISORDER AND COMMUNITY SAFETY 

Cllr Dullaghan reported that two motorcyclists are speeding very noisily through the 

village every night between 8 & 10pm most evenings. Cllr Burton also reported that users 

of e-scooters have been seen riding on the pavements at high speed, around 7pm. The 

Clerk was asked to write to the PCSO and mention it in the newsletter – it is against the 

law to ride on pavements. 

 

26/047  CORRESPONDENCE 

The Clerk shared a letter about collective action against the closure of the stroke unit at 

Yeovil Hospital and also the issue of dog fouling in Castle Street – the Clerk will liaise with 

the school about a campaign and mention it in the newsletter. 

 

26/048       ITEMS OF INTEREST AND AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING 

Condition survey for HYFC – War memorial cleaning – Sea Wall condition – emergency 

plan – annual review of newsletter 
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26/049       DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The Annual Village Meeting will take place on Saturday 9th May 2026 at 10am in the 

Memorial Hall. 

 

The next Parish Council meeting will take place on Wednesday 3rd June 2026 starting at 

7pm in the Parish Office.  

 

 

 

  Meeting closed at 20:26pm 

 

 

END OF AGENDA 


