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The Council Office, North Street Workshops, Stoke sub Homdon, TA14 6QR
MINUTES OF THE ADDITIONAL MEETING OF STOKE SUB HAMDON PARISH COUNCIL HELD
ON WEDNESDAY 25t MARCH 2026 at 6pm
THE COUNCIL OFFICE, NORTH STREET WORKSHOPS, STOKE SUB HAMDON, TA14 6QR

Parish Councillors Present: Clir S. Nelms (Chair), Clir D. Burton, Clir G. Edmunds, Clir M.
Foley, Clir M. Hulett, ClIr R. Lewis, ClIr R. Merrick and Clir G. Middleton

Members of public: None
Somerset Councillors: None

Also in attendance: Mrs G Lowe (Clerk)

25/339 RECORDING OF MEETING
ClIr Hulett informed the Chair that she would be voice recording the meeting. No
objections were raised.

25/340 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Clirs Dullaghan and Salter
and the Responsible Financial Officer.

25/341 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS
Clir Edmunds declared a personal interest in 25/343 as he employs one of the
contractors for garden work.

25/342 PUBLIC SESSION
No members of the public in attendance.

25/343 GROUNDS MAINTENANCE AND RANGER SERVICES WORKS SPECIFICATION
Members considered the three tenders that had been received and circulated prior to
the meeting following the recent tender process.

Members felt that one was expensive compared to the other two and that Contractor
C had provided very reasonable costings, and was a local business which they felt was
important to support whenever possible.

ClIir Burton proposed Contractor C, seconded by ClIr Hulett and all members AGREED.
The Clerk will make the necessary arrangements and communicate the outcome with
all three contractors, and issue a new confract to be in place from 1st April.

ClIr Burton stated that certain tasks should not be included in the contract such as road
painting and bin emptying as these are carried out by Somerset Council. Members felt
that bin emptying should remain on a list of Ranger Tasks in case it was ever needed,
but is unlikely to be a regular item. The Clerk will remove road painting from the
contract.

78



25/344 PLANNING

(a) Members are asked to provide comments on the following planning application:
(i) 26/00502/ADV — Cartgate Garage, Stoke-sub-Hamdon TA14 6RA

Proposal: Installation of 1 No. internally illuminated digital advertisement display.
Members had no objections to this application.

(b) Members NOTED the decision notices previously circulated.

25/345 FINANCE

(a) Members APPROVED the bank reconciliation to 28t February and Clir Merrick
confirmed the balance was correct and signed the statement.

(b) Members APPROVED the list of payments as follows. They also approved renewal of
the Cloudy IT contract for another 12 months starting from 30t March. The clerk was
asked to verify the details as three Cyber protections were listed but only two business
standard licences, one for the Clerk and one for the RFO.

Paid by Direct Debit

Information Commissioners Office* Affiliation Fee £47.00
HP Ink* Printer and Paper £10.98
100Green* Gas usage office £89.85
EDF Energy Office Electricity supply

(period covering 25 November 2025 - 05 February 2026) £152.32
EDF Energy Office Electricity supply

(period covering 05 February 2026- 13 February 2026) £75.98

To be paid by BACS

Glasdon Supply of waste bins £2733.12

Note: bins not yet received*

*The bins were delivered the following day, and the payment then approved.

Star Rubber Ltd Wetpour surface at Stonehill play area
£4173.77

Note: final repair work not yet completed

*The work had been completed the morning of the meeting, and the payment approved.

Humphries and Jones Monument survey and report £660.00
Hadleigh Roofing Roof repair work at HYFC £1800.00
Paid by debit card:

Amazon* Newsletter labels £8.98
Amazon* Bags for newsletter distributors £7.96
Stocksigns* Play area signs £49.58

Note * indicates invoice already paid

Receipts requiring noting:

Lloyds Bank Interest £11.14
SP Fairy bell Credit for faulty Christmas Tree  £550.00

Members NOTED the receipts to date.
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25/346 DOG CONTROL PUBLIC SPACES PROTECTION ORDER (PSPO)

The Clerk had received correspondence from members of the public (directly and
indirectly) about the discussion on this item at the last meeting. Further information
about the purpose of the consultation had been shared, and the suggested new areas
for dogs on leads was in relation to aggressive dog behaviour rather than fouling. If
reports of dog attacks had been received, concerns raised by residents and other
evidence known, then new open areas could be proposed to be under a ‘Dogs on
Leads’ order.

Members discussed again the benefits that the Big Rec allows for ball throwing and free
running for dogs within the village for those who do not have access to a large outside
space, or are physically impaired.

ClIr Nelms restated the problem of fouling, particularly as raised by the Football Club,
but felt that there were not enough instances of aggression to warrant making the Big
Rec a dogs on leads area. Furthermore the consultation will be open to members of the
public for 6 weeks over the summer, and residents can have their say then. The Clerk
will ensure that the consultation once open to the public is widely advertised.

Members AGREED that no new areas would be suggested in response to the dog
control PSPO consultation, and confirmed the two enclosed play areas and Memorial
Hall grounds as existing no dogs areas.

The Clerk was asked to highlight responsible dog owner responsibility throughout the
village both in terms of fouling and behaviour in the next newsletter

25/347 ITEMS OF INTEREST AND AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING

Cleaning signs, the bus stop and graffiti in the village; update following the
Speedwatch Group meeting and revisiting the Transport Strategy; a surgery mention
regarding overhanging branches in Westmead / Brocks Mount; allotment agreement
about height of buildings & bonfires; Annual Vilage Meeting update and suggested
topics for public discussion.

25/348 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 8™ April
2026, starting at 7:00pm in the Parish Office.

Meeting closed at 6.55pm
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