The Council Office, North Street Workshops, Stoke sub Homdon, TA14 6QR
MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF STOKE SUB HAMDON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON
WEDNESDAY 14th JANUARY 2026
THE COUNCIL OFFICE, NORTH STREET WORKSHOPS, STOKE SUB HAMDON, TA14 6QR

Parish Councillors Present: Clir S. Nelms (Chair), Clir A. Salter (Vice-Chair), Clir P. Berry,
CliIr D. Burton, ClIr M. Dullaghan, Clir G. Edmunds, Clir M. Foley, Clir M. Hulett, Clir R. Lewis,
ClIr R. Merrick, Clir G. Middleton
Members of public: 0

Also in attendance: Mrs G Lowe (Clerk) and Mr Terry Heath (RFO)

25/284 RECORDING OF MEETING
ClIr Hullet informed the Chair that she would be voice recording the meeting.
No objections were raised.

25/285 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Somerset Clir Bailey.

25/286 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS
None were declared.

25/287 PUBLIC SESSION
There were no members of the public present.

25/288 FINANCE

The Responsible Financial Officer had previously circulated a spreadsheet with all the
details. He provided an overview highlighting the top line figures forecast for 2026/'27:
Expenditure (across 13 cost centres) will be £128,418;

General Reserves (at 50% of operating costs) of £36,334

Ear-marked reserves of £116,450

Forecast receipts of £8,000

He proposed a precept demand of £99,325. Although this is a slight increase on last year's
figure, it is actually a reduction per Band D household of 0.24% or 31p as the tax base
figure has increased by £18.14 or 2.35%.

Members thanked the RFO for all his hard work and unanimously APPROVED the precept
demand for 2026/'27.

25/289 YOUTH PROVISION
Members to receive an update on recent sessions and to consider recommendations
from the Working Group for Youth Provision in 2026/'27.
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The clerk provided an update following discussions last week and an exchange of emails
with the current youth services provider. The terms of the Service Level Agreement are not
being met, and it is due to come to an end on the 26" January.

After a detailed discussion, members considered their options, and whilst they were
against bringing the youth group to an abrupt end, they felt that contractual obligations
were not being met and therefore not extending the contract beyond its end date was
the best way forward.

CliIr Salter proposed a motion to contfinue with the two remaining sessions of youth club
until and including Monday 26™ Jan as per the SLA, and then closing the youth group until
an alternative provider can be found. The clerk was asked to hasten arrangements to
move this forward as a matter of urgency.

Members also agreed that communications regarding the temporary closure of the youth
group must be clear and concise to residents in the newsletter and on Facebook.

25/290 GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACTS

ClIr Foley confirmed that the current contractor will extend the Grounds Maintenance
contract by two months to expire at the same time as the contract for Ranger Services.
CliIrs Foley, Middleton, Nelms and the RFO agreed to meet and review the existing
contracts to produce updated specifications for approval at the next meeting. These will
then be put out to tender with consideration of quotes at the March meeting and newly
contracted services commencing from 1st April.

25/291 CORRESPONDENCE
Newsletter delivery cover required — a question about the Pavilion insurance — Wales and
West Utilities road re-surfacing letter from a resident.

25/292 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 4™ February
2026, starting at 7:00pm in the Parish Office. Apologies were given from Clirs Dullaghan &
Salter.

Meeting closed at 7.02pm
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