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The Council Office, North Street Workshops, Stoke sub Hamdon, TA14 6QR 

 

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF STOKE SUB HAMDON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

WEDNESDAY 4th FEBRUARY 2026  

THE COUNCIL OFFICE, NORTH STREET WORKSHOPS, STOKE SUB HAMDON, TA14 6QR 

 

Parish Councillors Present: Cllr S. Nelms (Chair), Cllr P. Berry, Cllr D. Burton, Cllr M. Foley, Cllr 

M. Hulett, Cllr R. Merrick, Cllr G. Middleton 

 

Members of public: 0 

 

Somerset Councillors: Cllr John Bailey 

   

Also in attendance: Mrs G Lowe (Clerk) and Mr Terry Heath (RFO) 

 

25/293   RECORDING OF MEETING 

Cllr Hulett informed the Chair that she would be voice recording the meeting.  

No objections were raised.  

 

25/294   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllrs Dullaghan, Edmunds, 

Lewis and Salter, and Somerset Councillor Pearlstone. 

 

25/295   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS  

Cllr Nelms and Cllr Hulett declared an interest in Item 25/307 as Trustees of HYFC.  

Cllr Merrick 25/300 (b) and (c), 25/301 Sports & Rec Trust and 25/306 Memorial Hall. 

Cllr Burton 25/301 Sports & Rec Trust 

 

25/296   APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

Council RESOLVED TO APPROVE the minutes of the Council’s ordinary meeting held on 7th 

January 2026 and the additional meeting held on 14th January 2026 as a true and correct 

record of the meeting. Cllr Nelms duly signed the minutes. 

 

25/297   SOMERSET COUNCIL REPORT 

Cllr Bailey highlighted the following items from the report that had been circulated (and is 

available on the website): the Public Spaces Protection Order consultation about dogs on 

leads is currently open; the Government settlement has been delayed which in turn 

means that budget meetings have had to be postponed; Cllr Pearlstone is continuing to 

look into the West St./Holy Tree junction following another recent accident. Following 

comments by members, he agreed that the current state of the roads following the 

recent winter storms is shocking and urged residents to report potholes online. This can be 

done at www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/report-a-problem-on-the-road/ 

Many Highways teams are also dealing with multiple road closures after the flooding. 

http://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/report-a-problem-on-the-road/
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Cllr Merrick asked if an EV charging point would be allowed at the Memorial Hall car park 

as it is private. Cllr Bailey said that he would check.  

     

25/298  PUBLIC SESSION  

There were no members of the public present. 

 

25/299  PLANNING 

(a)  Members considered the following planning applications: 

(i) 26/00106/HOU – Little Beside, Montacute Road, East Stoke, Stoke-sub-Hamdon TA14 

6UQ 

Proposal: Rear extension to existing annexe. 

After a brief discussion, members had NO OBJECTIONS to this application. 

 

(ii) 26/00108/HOU – 11, East Stoke, Stoke-sub-Hamdon TA14 6RQ 

Proposal: Erection of rear garage. 

Members discussed the question of access over the track at the rear of the properties 

which had been clarified by the Duchy of Cornwall. They decided to neither support nor 

object to the application, and make no comment.  
 

(iii) 26/00112/TCA – 54, High Street, Stoke-sub-Hamdon TA14 6PS 

Proposal: Notification of intent to carry out tree surgery works to No.2 Trees within a 

Conservation Area. 

This is for notification only. 

 

An additional tree works notice had been received and circulated as follows: 

26/00224/TCA – 37, Ham Hill, Stoke-sub-Hamdon TA14 6RW 

Proposal: Notification of intent to Fell No.1 Tree and carry out Tree Surgery works to No.1 

Tree within a Conservation Area. 

This is for notification only. 

 

(b)  The clerk had not been able to access the planning portal to check for decision 

notices previously circulated due to an error message. She will share them as soon as they 

are available.  

 

25/300  OUTSTANDING ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS (NOT COVERED BY AGENDA 

ITEMS) 

(a) Drain Clearing work – the dates were confirmed as three days starting on Monday 

9th February in East Stoke. Cllr Hulett will meet the contractor who will work from the  

marked up maps. Cllr Nelms confirmed that Nick Hill, from Little Windsor Farm, is 

kindly taking the spoil which keeps the costs down. Cllr Hulett will put notices on 

cars and through letterboxes asking for vehicles not to obstruct any drains. 

Members thanked Cllr Hulett for liaising with the contractors. 

(b) Emergency Plan – this item was deferred to the next meeting. 

(c) Memorial Hall – Cllr Merrick provided an update following the recent Committee 

Meeting: the locating of an EV charging point had been agreed if it is permitted 

(see earlier item); there is slow progress on the CIO, but it is moving forward.  

 

25/301   FACILITIES MAINTENANCE PLAN 2026 

Members APPROVED the plan for 2026 provided by the Sports & Recreation Trust. Members 

noted that the AGM is on 3rd March and Cllr Nelms confirmed her attendance.  
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25/302   WORKING GROUP UPDATES 

Progress Reports from the following Working Groups: 

(a) Castle School 150th Anniversary WG – Cllr Hulett is meeting with the school on 

behalf of the History Group next week about the production of the 150th anniversary 

boards. 

(b) Speedwatch WG – see following agenda item. 

(c) Allotments WG – Nothing to report in Cllr Salter’s absence. 

 

25/303   PROPOSED PROCUREMENT OF NEW SPEEDWATCH DEVICES  
Council considered the briefing note on the proposed procurement of auto speedwatch 

equipment. The RFO and Cllr Merrick had been asked to prepare a recommendation, 

including assessment against previously agreed objectives. The proposal outlined the 

purchase of eight units at a cost of £8,000, plus an annual data licence fee of £1,500 and 

battery replacement costs and had been circulated prior to the meeting. 

Members discussed a range of considerations, including operational limitations, restricted 

deployment locations, lack of enforcement capability, the need for written confirmation 

from Police and Highways, sustainability of budget commitments, and whether the 

equipment represented the most cost‑effective way of achieving speed reduction 

objectives. 

Concerns were expressed about value for money, enforceability and the risk of units being 

removed by authorities. Members also noted that the existing SID continues to provide 

useful data and could be replaced or added to at a significantly lower cost. 

No seconder was found for the proposal to proceed with purchasing eight units, so the 

motion could not be taken forward. 

Cllr Foley proposed that a broader road safety strategy should be developed. Members 

agreed and the clerk will include this item on the next agenda. 

 

25/304   FINANCE 

(a) Members APPROVED a list of payments circulated ahead of the meeting as part of 

the Responsible Financial Officer’s report. Some additional invoices which had arrived late 

included: Evis, £750, the Ranger invoice for four day’s work, £1,050 and 100Green gas bill, 

£xxx Members APPROVED these additional payments. 

 

Payments requiring approval at the February 2026 meeting  

paid by Bank Transfer  

Mr T M Heath   RFO Duties (February 26)    £219.77 

Mrs Gilly Lowe   Democratic Services (February 26) £729.93 

Hamdon First Aid   Defib Pads      £81.60 

1st Attendance   Fire Extinguisher Service    £161.76  

CYP     Youth Club Provision    £1435.00 

Mrs G Lowe    Expenses      £59.36  

Mr T M Heath   Expenses      £14.50  

CloudyIT    IT Support      £101.40 

Total £2,803.35  

 

paid by Debit Card        Total £  0.00  

 

paid by Cheque        Total £  0.00 

 

paid by Direct Debit/Standing Order  

HP Ink     Printer ink and paper    £7.83  

Lloyds1    Bank Charges     £8.50  
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Stable Print    Printing of newsletter    £210.00  

Tesco     Clerks Phone      £7.98  

Ionos     IT Domain      £22.20  

Total £256.51  
1 Payments made ahead of the February meeting  

 

January receipts list for noting at February 2026 meeting  

Donations    Xmas Tree      £220.00  

HMRC    VAT Claim      £1669.75  

Lloyds     Bank Interest      £18.88  

S&RT     Donation      £50.00  

Benefice    Donation      £75.00  

Total £2,033.63 

 

(b)       Members APPROVED the bank reconciliation statement as of 31st January 2026.  

Cllr Middleton had verified online and confirmed it to be true. 

(c)       Members NOTED the content of the Responsible Financial Officer’s finance report. 

(d) Members APPROVED the annual inspection of both Stonehill and Memorial Hall play 

areas by The Play Inspection Company to be carried out in August 2026 at a cost of 

£165.50 + VAT (Order no.134418).    

 

25/305   GROUNDS MAINTENANCE WORKS SPECIFICATION 

This item was deferred to the next meeting as members had not had sight of the draft 

documents. The Working Group will meet to move the process along, and confirm 

arrangements with Evis in case works are required in the interim of the contract ending, 

and the year end.  

  

25/306   MEMORIAL HALL COMMITTEE REQUEST   

Members AGREED the request from the Memorial Hall Committee to allow dogs on the 

grounds for one day only if they decide to hold a Village Fete with dog show.    

 

25/307 HYFC 

(a)  In their capacity as the body supporting the Trust, members considered three 

quotations for repair work to the (porch) roof at HYFC. After a brief deliberation, members 

unanimously AGREED to engage Hadleigh Roofing Ltd. who are best-qualified to carry out 

work on listed buildings. The clerk will make the necessary arrangements.   

(b) To receive an update from the HYFC Working Group. 

This item was deferred to next month as the Working Group had not been able to meet. 

 

25/308   YOUTH PROVISION  

Members to consider recommendations and associated costs from the Working Group for 

Youth Provision in 2026/’27.  

This item was also deferred as the requested information had only recently been received 

and the  Working Group need to meet again.  

 

 

25/309  RANGER TASKS 

(a) Cllr Foley reported that requested tasks have been carried out. The work on Windsor 

Lane took longer than expected, but all the broken branches etc from the Memorial Hall 

grounds have been cleared.   

(b) Council RE-CONFIRMED a prioritised list of tasks for the Parish Ranger to include: the 

road sign at the bottom of North St is overgrown; emptying the two bins by the Skate Park 
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until they are replaced by one of the new co-mingle bins. The Ranger will be asked to 

have a look at the pile of earth at the allotments, and liaise with Cllr Salter.  

It was also agreed that the tall trees in the Memorial Hall grounds should be looked at. The 

clerk will put requirements for a tree survey on the agenda for next month. 

 

25/310  HIGHWAYS MATTERS 

Issues discussed included potholes, sign cleaning, the large number of road works traffic 

lights. Cllr Berry suggested a one-way diversion when the Castle St road closure happens. 

The Clerk will ensure that any road closure notices in the village are put on Facebook.  

Cllr Hulett will put together a report with photos of signs that need re-painting or cleaning.   

 

25/311  CRIME, DISORDER & COMMUNITY SAFETY 

A Land Rover had been stolen from outside the coffee shop.   

 

 

   

25/312  CORRESPONDENCE  

The RFO reported that he had received confirmation in writing that Somerset Council will 

not charge for the bin collection this year, as per a recent invoice. Charges will 

commence once the new bins are installed.  

  

25/313  ITEMS OF INTEREST AND AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING 

Washing road signs – Youth Provision – HYFC WG report – Emergency Plan – Speedwatch 

Group – Annual Parish Meeting (village meeting) date – Grounds Maintenance contract 

specification. 

  

25/314 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 4TH March 

2026, starting at 7:00pm in the Parish Office.  

 
 
Meeting closed at 8.58pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved by………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

Date……………………………………………………………. 


