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The Council Office, North Street Workshops, Stoke sub Hamdon, TA14 6QR 

 

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF STOKE SUB HAMDON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

WEDNESDAY 4th MARCH 2026  

THE COUNCIL OFFICE, NORTH STREET WORKSHOPS, STOKE SUB HAMDON, TA14 6QR 

 

Parish Councillors Present: Cllr S. Nelms (Chair), Cllr A. Salter (Vice-Chair), Cllr D. Burton, 

Cllr M. Dullaghan, Cllr M. Foley, Cllr R. Merrick and Cllr G. Middleton 

 

Members of public: 14 

 

Somerset Councillors: None 

   

Also in attendance: Mrs G Lowe (Clerk) and Mr Terry Heath (RFO) 

 

25/315   RECORDING OF MEETING 

Cllr Burton informed the Chair that she would be voice recording the meeting. No 

objections were raised.  

 

25/316   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllrs Berry, Edmunds, Hulett 

and Lewis and Somerset Councillor Bailey. 

 

25/317   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS  

Cllr Nelms declared an interest in Item 25/330 as Trustees of HYFC.  

Cllr Merrick 25/322 (a) and (b), 25/323 Sports & Rec Trust and Memorial Hall. 

Cllr Burton 25/323 Sports & Rec Trust 

 

25/318   APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

Council RESOLVED TO APPROVE the minutes of the Council’s ordinary meeting held on 

4th February 2026 as a true and correct record of the meeting. Cllr Nelms duly signed 

the minutes. 

 

25/319   SOMERSET COUNCIL REPORT 

Cllr Bailey had provided the regular monthly report which had been circulated and is 

available on the website. Cllr Nelms asked members to pass any comments on to the 

Clerk. 

     

25/320  PUBLIC SESSION  

Members of the public expressed their concern about the suggested access for the 

proposed development detailed in the Change of Use application (26/00304/PAMB – 

see below for details). They do not object to the development itself, but had strong 

feelings about the inadequacy of the entrance being in Castle Street. This road is 

notoriously difficult to use and has many parked cars on it, reducing the width to one 
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vehicle. At school drop-off and pick up times it becomes chaotic. The Highways report 

in support of the planning application made incorrect statements about usage by farm 

traffic, and any visit was conducted in August during the school holidays. The location 

of the school is not actually detailed on the plans. 

Other comments included the fact that emergency vehicles are unable to pass, the 

council uses a small-size refuse lorry and users regularly ignore double-yellow lines. 

Children already cannot access half of the pavement width and all these issues will be 

made much worse by increasing the volume of traffic. North Street should be used 

instead.  

Furthermore, any widening of the current gate access would require a 700 year old 

castle wall to be demolished. The application refers to the building not being listed, but 

the whole village is in a Conservation Area.  

Cllr Nelms confirmed that residents should go online and state their concerns on the 

Planning Portal. The Parish Council would consider the comments made when 

discussing their official response. The application is for notification only, but the clerk 

confirmed with the Planning Office that comments could be submitted, particularly 

where they concern access to the highway. The Parish Council will also write directly to 

the applicant to express the strength of feeling by local residents.  

The Chair thanked members of the public for attending. 

 

25/321  PLANNING 

(a)  Members are asked to provide comments on the following planning application: 

(i) 26/00304/PAMB – Castle Farm, North St, Stoke-sub-Hamdon TA14 6UQ 

Proposal: Prior approval for the change of use and conversion of existing agricultural 

buildings to form 5 No. residential dwellings. 

Members AGREED to submit comments to the Planning Officer and directly to the 

applicant objecting to the suggested access using Castle Street. The Clerk was asked 

to express the disappointment and concern about the supporting Highways Report. 

 

Members of the public then left the meeting. 

 

(ii) 26/00398/HOU – 4, Mason Lane, Montacute, Yeovil TA15 6UH 

Proposal: Partial garage conversion, demolition of existing porch and replacement 

porch and inclusion of a carport.  

Members had no comments on this application. 

 

(b)  Members NOTED the decision notices previously circulated.  

 

(c) Members NOTED the details of the planning appeal Ref: 6004221 (Land at Mason 

Lane, Montacute TA15 6UH). 

 

25/322  OUTSTANDING ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS (NOT COVERED BY AGENDA 

ITEMS) 

(a) Emergency Plan – draft confirmed and recirculated for final approval to include 

Memorial Hall as emergency centre if necessary. This item was again deferred. 

(b) It had been confirmed that EV charging points cannot be installed at the 

Memorial Hall car park as it is not a Somerset Council owned piece of land. 

(c) Holy Tree Junction – The Highways Department have confirmed that they will re-

paint SLOW on the road, and add additional warning furniture. This will be in the 

new financial year which begins in April. Members will monitor progress, and 

maintain pressure to get these items actioned. 
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25/323   DOG CONTROL PUBLIC SPACES PROTECTION ORDER (PSPO) 

Cllr Burton said that as a dog owner, there is a lot of excrement on pavements and in 

other areas and felt that a ‘Dogs on Leads’ sign on the Big Rec will not make any 

difference - responsible dog owners pick up wherever they are.  

Cllr Nelms had spoken to both the Adult and Youth Football Club managers who had 

both requested the Big Rec area be added to the current consultation as they regularly 

have to either stop play or carry out 30-40 minutes of clearing up before a game. After 

further discussion, members voted to add the Big Rec as a new suggested ‘Dogs on 

Leads’ area and confirming the two existing ‘No Dogs’ areas to the current 

consultation. The voting was as follows: 

• Big Rec (dogs on leads) – (Vote carried 3 against but 4 in favour)  

• Memorial Hall play area (no dogs) – All agreed 

• Memorial Hall grounds (no dogs) – All agreed 

This consultation is currently for town and parish councils only, and the objective is to 

harmonise dog control throughout Somerset. The consultation to add any new areas 

will be open to the public for 6 weeks over the summer and the Clerk will ensure that it is 

widely advertised to allow for comment. 

 

25/324   WORKING GROUP UPDATES 

Progress Reports from the following Working Groups: 

(a) Castle School 150th Anniversary WG 

The clerk confirmed that the Risk Assessment for the road closure event has been 

received. She will submit the application form together with the associated fee 

before the year end. 

(b) Speedwatch WG – Nothing to report.  

(c) Allotments WG 

Cllr Salter is going to contact current holders to check if any are planning to 

resign their tenancy, as there is and increasing waiting list especially for North St. 

He will start by asking the representatives of each allotment area to contact 

those in their particular area. 

(d) Bins WG 

Three new co-mingle bins have been ordered and will be delivered in 

approximately 4 weeks. The clerk has chased the invoice for settling in the 

current financial year. 

 

25/325   ROAD SAFETY STRATEGY  

Cllr Foley confirmed that the Parish Ranger is qualified to install the SID device and 

proposed that any future road safety strategy should also consider parking issues and 

identify which roads may require additional controls. Cllr Dullaghan questioned the 

value of developing a strategy, stating that he did not feel it would add anything 

meaningful. 

It was noted that the SpeedWatch Group (SWG) no longer wished to download the 

data from the SID. Members commented that the group’s reluctance appeared to 

stem from new cameras not having been purchased. There were currently no 

volunteers willing to collect the data, although the group continued to operate using 

the speed ‘gun’. Cllr Dullaghan agreed to ask the SWG whether they would be 

prepared to resume data collection from the SID. 

Following discussion, members AGREED not to draft a road safety strategy at present, 

with the vote recorded as 6 against and 1 in favour. 
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25/326   FINANCE 

(a) Members APPROVED a list of payments circulated ahead of the meeting as part 

of the Responsible Financial Officer’s report. An additional invoice received in the post 

earlier in the day was also approved (6-monthly water bill for £118.11). 

 

Payments requiring approval at the MARCH 2026 meeting  

paid by Bank Transfer 

Mr T M Heath   RFO Duties (March 26)     £292.97 

Mrs Gilly Lowe  Democratic Services (March 26)    £729.93  

Mr T M Heath   SLCC Membership      £79.00  

Mrs G H Lowe   SLCC Membership      £100.00 

S&D Services    Drain and Gully Works     £2592.00 

Duchy OC    Allotment Rent (6 months)     £180.00  

Battens    Legal Advice      £1200.00  

EVIS     Ranger Services      £200.00  

CloudyIT    IT Support       £125.40  

LA Cleaning    Office Cleaning (Feb)    £32.00  

LA Cleaning    Office Cleaning (Mar)     £32.00 

Total £5,563.30  

 

paid by Debit Card          Total £000.00 

  

paid by Cheque         Total £000.00  

 

paid by Direct Debit/Standing Order  

HMRC     PAYE (to be paid April 2026)   £518.05  

Lloyds1     Bank Charges     £8.50  

Stable Print     Printing of newsletter    £210.00  

Tesco      Clerks Phone      £7.98  

Ionos      IT Domain      £24.60  

Total £769.13  

 
1 Payments made ahead of the March meeting  

Any invoices received, subsequent to the publication of this report to be presented at 

the Council meeting 

 

February receipts list for noting at March 2026 meeting  

Lloyds  Bank     Interest      £15.19  

S&RT      Donation      £50.00  

Benefice     Donation      £75.00  

Total £140.19 

 

(b)       Members could not approve the bank reconciliation statement as of 28th  

February 2026 as it could not be produced and presented so close to the date 

of the meeting. It will be presented at the next meeting.  

(c)       Members NOTED the content of the Responsible Financial Officer’s finance 

report. Members APPROVED moving £1200 from Ear Marked Reserves to Cost 

Centre 2 for a recent legal costs invoice. The RFO also reported that EDF are still 

not sending any invoices despite a Smart meter being installed over a month 

ago. He has opened a complaint file with EDF. He further confirmed that the 

Internal Audit is on 13th April and will be a face to face meeting this year.  
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(d) Members APPROVED the cancellation of the Clerk’s mobile phone contract and 

AGREED an allowance of £10 per month to be paid directly to the Clerk instead. 

(e)      Members APPROVED the Planning Training for Cllr Hulett on 20th April at a cost of 

£40.    

 

25/327 YEAR END PREPARATION 

Members REVIEWED and ADOPTED the following updated documents:  

(a) Risk Management Policy (updated March 2026) 

(b)  Business and Governance Risk Register (updated March 2026) – Cllr Burton 

proposed a couple of minor amendments where there was some overlap, and 

details about the regularity of inspections of the de-fib and the play areas. 

Members AGREED with the suggestions and the RFO will amend accordingly.  

(c) Statement of Internal Controls (updated March 2026) 

The Clerk was asked to upload the final approved versions onto the website before the 

year end. 

 

25/238  GROUNDS MAINTENANCE WORKS SPECIFICATION 

(a) Members APPROVED the draft works specifications for the new Grounds 

Maintenance and Ranger Services Contracts, and gave delegated authority to 

the Clerk and RFO to issue the tenders for renewal in line with the Council’s 

adopted Financial Regulations. The RFO suggested that if a contractor is 

disposing of any waste, the Council must see the appropriate waste disposal 

certification.   

(b)  The date of Wednesday 25th March at 6pm was confirmed for an additional 

meeting to appoint a contractor following receipt of tendered prices.  

  

25/329   DRAINS REPORT   

Members AGREED the following next steps following a review of the report shared by 

the contractors who recently worked in certain areas of the village clearing drains and 

gullies: report it to Highways & encourage residents to add to any reporting by 

mentioning it in the newsletter, and including the report on the website.     

 

25/330 HYFC 

The HYFC Working Group had met and Cllr Salter proposed the following two items for 

full council approval:  

(a) A request to the Methodist Church to relax some of the covenants would enable 

the use of the facility to be  broadened, and expand the opportunity to earn 

income. Members APPROVED this request and the Clerk will liaise with the 

previous trustees for advice. 

(b) A survey be carried out that will make recommendations and suggested 

associated costs for the medium to long term future of the fabric of the building. 

Members agreed that quotes should be sought in the first instance and advice 

from an appropriate surveyor. Cllr Salter to follow up on this.   

The RFO pointed out that the information is necessary in order to provision 

funding in the future and confirmed that a budget allowance of up to £2000 for 

a survey had been agreed for the financial year 2026/’27. He also reminded 

members that the lease agreement between the Parish Council and the HYFC 

Trust expires at the end of September.  The Clerk was asked to research 

associated costs and a likely time frame to renew the lease.   
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25/331   YOUTH PROVISION  

(a) The clerk updated Members following recent meetings of the Working Group 

and conversations with an alternative provider of youth services and SALC about 

possible funding. 

(b)  Before agreeing to a new 12-month contract, the WG proposed holding three 

outreach sessions during the school holidays in April. These sessions would be 

carried out by qualified youth workers and include food or appropriate 

entertainment to encourage attendance and allow for evidence-gathering and 

research to ascertain the need and likely attendance for a new youth group. 

SALC had indicated that a seed-grant application would be favourably 

considered.  

Members AGREED to the proposal and suggested further grant funding be 

investigated. The Clerk to follow up on necessary arrangements and grant 

funding applications.  

 

25/332  ANNUAL VILLAGE MEETING 

(a)  Members confirmed the date and time for the Annual Village Meeting 2026 as 

Saturday 9th May at 10am in the Memorial Hall. The Clerk will make the booking 

online. 

(b) Members AGREED with the suggestion of a guest speaker (either a representative 

from waste & recycling or Sarah Dyke, MP) but if neither are available, it is a 

village meeting and it will be more important to have the  contributions from the 

various village groups and organisations.   

 

** Members then AGREED to pass a resolution to agree to an extension of the 2 hour 

meeting limit. 

 

25/333  RANGER TASKS 

(a)  Cllr Foley reported that the ranger tasks were carried out – bins were emptied 

from the skate park; cutting back of bracken around the hump sign and A303 

entrance on North Street.    

(b)  Council RE-CONFIRMED a prioritised list of tasks for the Parish Ranger to include: 

clearing around some of the grit bins particularly the one in North Street which is 

very overgrown, but not emptying the bins from the skate park.  

 

25/334  HIGHWAYS MATTERS 

Residents and all members to be encouraged to report pot holes online. Cllr Foley 

asked that the Clerk write to Wales & West Utilities once they have finished the current 

works to clear all the loose stones along North Street and collect all the cones. 

 

25/335  CRIME, DISORDER & COMMUNITY SAFETY 

No incidents were reported.   

   

25/336  CORRESPONDENCE  

Members (retrospectively) AGREED to add their support to the collective letter from 

neighbouring parishes being sent to the Secretary of State regarding the New Medium 

Helicopter (NMH) programme and the future of Leonardo Helicopters UK in Yeovil. 

  

25/337  ITEMS OF INTEREST AND AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING 

Washing road signs – Youth Provision – HYFC WG report – Emergency Plan – SWG – APM 

date – village meeting – objectives for Youth Group 
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25/338 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 8TH April 

2026, starting at 7:00pm in the Parish Office.  

 

An additional meeting will be held on Wednesday 25th March at 6.00pm in the Parish 

Office. 

 
 
Meeting closed at 9.15pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved by………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

Date……………………………………………………………. 


